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first interest produced by the arrival of overseas patients, and life in the cozy 
recreation houses provided by the Red Cross. The committee feels that the effort 
was fruitful, as much interest was shown by those who attended these enter- 
tainments. 

San Francisco, Calif. E. W. 

QUARTERS FOR INSTITUTIONAL NURSES 

Dear Editor: I am a graduate nurse, and I have a question which I would 
like to have a superintendent of a hospital training school answer. I prefer 
general duty in a hospital, and that is the reason I am asking this question. Why 
do superintendents give to graduate nurses on general duty such poor sleeping 
quarters? In all my experience I have never had a nice room to which I could 
go. It seems that they always give graduate nurses on general duty rooms which 
cannot be used for any other purpose. In warm climates, the top floor rooms 
are very often given to the graduate nurses and during the time when we are 
off duty it is too warm to stay in these rooms. Are we not tired after a day's 
work ? Then why should we not have pleasant rooms ? In one hospital, to which 
I went, the graduate nurses were given rooms on the fourth floor because the laws 
of the state in which that hospital was located would not permit student nurses 
to be given rooms on that floor. Another hospital gave the graduates rooms in a 
very old, dilapidated house. The smaller hospitals are less favorable than the 
larger ones, because the nurses must do the sweeping and taking care of their 
rooms. Perhaps if we did more for the graduate nurses, we would not have a 
shortage of student nurses. I would like to hear some one else's view on this 
subject. 

Texas G. K. H. 

PRIVATE DUTY NURSING 

Dear Editor: I would like to add a word of appreciation to that of the grad- 
uate who wrote in the April Journal on Private Duty work. I, too, am a gradu- 
ate with over fifteen years of experience in private' work and I think the work of a 
private duty nurse is appreciated beyond measure. My hours are anywhere from 
twelve to sixteen, yes, even twenty-four hour duty in an emergency. My charges 
are even as low as $20 per week if I am sure that is all my patient can really 
afford. Did not Christ go out among the poor as well as the rich? Should we 
consider only the money as we go out to relieve the sick? My home and my work 
are in the country and when my work is done, I rest. I have my "Ford" and 
enjoy a ride, a book, plays, and the good fresh air. Not always do I have every 
convenience. My health is splendid. To be sure, grey hairs appear, years do 
tell, but as age comes, so do kindness and appreciation come. Busy? Yes. What 
a pleasure and comfort to know I am doing my bit to make the world brighter, 
healthier and happier. 

Pennsylvania A Country R.N. 

FROM THE U. S. S. RELIEF 

The inspection of our beautiful ship can be continued as we forge northward 
to our home port, Philadelphia. Let us return to the main deck and pretend it is 
the day after I tried to explain to you the wonderful thrill which comes to us 
when we salute Our Flag. On this deck, forward, is the office of the Officer of 
the Day. You know he is the one who is required to give his undivided attention 
to official business for twenty-four hours, being relieved by the next in rotation, 



